COUNCIL WORK SESSION – September 10, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. with all members present except Councilman Hedquist.

The first item on the agenda was a presentation by Police Chief Chris Walsh regarding the current provisions of the City’s noise ordinances.  In response to several complaints regarding the noise from vehicles and motorcycles which were being driven through neighborhoods, the Department has determined that they will enforce the current ordinances and work with the Municipal Court judges to seek compliance.  Council’s questions highlighted the frustration that many residents had expressed regarding the inconsiderate behavior of some drivers.  The Police Department will continue to monitor the enforcement of noise ordinances as they follow up on complaints.

City Manager John Patterson introduced a proposed implementation schedule for the Hogadon Master Plan.  The recommendation focused on the most critical pieces of the proposed improvements.  Council agreed that it would be important to improve the ability of the ski area to make snow during the early season when it is important to get the basic runs open and to maintain the snow throughout the season.  Taking into account the uncertainties of temperatures and moisture, the consultant had recommended upgrading the existing snow guns to models which would be more efficient at making snow at lower temperatures.  It is also important to support this function with sufficient water resources.  The initial recommendation would be to spend $100,000 to dredge and reline the existing reservoir to secure the amount of water which has been granted to the area under designated water rights.  The other option of drilling additional wells on the site to supplement the reservoir was as discussed.  Councilman Hopkins suggested that staff contact George Hoffman, a local Hydrologist, who has studied the availability of water resources on the mountain to see what his model currently suggests might be accessed with drilling.  Council agreed to move forward with the purchase of the new snow guns depending on the performance of the first two guns which have been ordered for this season.  Council will also consider the allocation of $100,000 for the reservoir work next spring depending on the availability of funds for this project.  The FY15 budget proposal will include funding to construct a new maintenance building on the property.

Councilman Hedquist joined the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Jessica Tresch and Fleur Tremel from the City Manager’s Office presented the second round results in the Community Promotions process.  All 19 applications, which were approved during the 1st round, were passed on to the final round.  Council was asked to complete the next set of voting sheets by Tuesday, September 17, 2013, at 5:00 p.m.  This round will determine the amount of money which will be allocated to each of the 19 applications.

City Manager Patterson presented a request from the Boys and Girls Club for reimbursement of expenses related to improvements made on the property which was leased as a play field under their original agreement with the City.  The 5+acres site is located just west of their building on K Street; and it was recently sold by the City to the School District as the new location for the North Casper Elementary School (Lincoln Elementary School) which will be constructed in 2015.  Based on the assessment completed by City staff, Council agreed to move forward with processing the request for payment in the amount of $107,463.  The monies will be deducted from the sales proceeds on the property.  Mr. Patterson received assurance from a private funder that if the City did not have sufficient funds available to complete the Field of Dreams Phase III, as a result of this payment; he would provide assistance in raising the balance from private donations.

Councilman Goodenough restated his argument that the City has not been spending enough of the Optional 1%#13 on social services. 

At 5:45 p.m. it was moved by Councilman Meyer, seconded by Councilman Hopkins to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  The vote in favor was unanimous.

[bookmark: _GoBack]At 6:04 p.m. it was moved by Councilman Charlie Powell, seconded by Councilman Steve Cathey to adjourn the meeting.


  
