
COUNCIL WORK SESSION – December 23, 2014 

Vice Mayor called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m. with all members present except Mayor 
Meyer.  Also present were Councilmen-elect Pacheco, Mundell, and Johnson. 

The first item on the agenda was a presentation by the Platte River Revival Advisory 
Committee’s Jolene Martinez.  The Platte River Revival (PRR) asked for Council’s full-support 
in their writing for the Wyoming Business Council’s (WBC) Community Enhancement Grant for 
the next 5 years at $500,000.00 per year.  The WBC considers applicants more highly if they are 
a main priority in their city.  Councilman Cathey asked about matching funds for this grant and 
Ms. Martinez explained that this particular grant does require a 1:1 match but it does not require 
that the match come from the City.  City Manager Patterson emphasized the need for our Council 
to be committed to this project.  Council indicated that they supported the PRR writing for the 
WBC’s Community Enhancement Grant.  

Acting Mayor Powell then went on to the next item on the agenda, a presentation from the 
Natrona County Assessor.  Connie Smith from the Natrona County Assessor’s Office was 
introduced by City Manager Patterson.  Ms. Smith discussed the functions and services that the 
assessor’s office provides including mapping; new plats; district changes; collecting information 
on use of residential, commercial, and agricultural property; and providing property owners with 
notices of their property’s value.  There are services and programs offered to assist elderly 
citizens and veterans with their property taxes and other concerns.  Councilman Sandoval 
inquired as to what happens to the assessments in a volatile market and was informed that the 
assessor’s office is required to follow what the market does.  Ms. Smith informed Council that 
properties are re-evaluated every year and with 43,000 residences in Natrona County, the 
assessor’s office is kept quite busy.    

Acting Mayor Powell then led the Council on to the third item on the agenda, 1% #15 
Community Projects Funding.  City Manager Patterson then presented Fleur Tremel, Deputy 
Assistant City Manager, to discuss the one cent capital funding process and seek direction from 
Council.  Mrs. Tremel reviewed the proposed timeline for accepting and processing applications 
for capital funding and asked if Council had any questions.  Councilman Bertoglio pointed out 
that this process has worked well in the past.  Councilman Hopkins then asked if $8 million had 
been allocated to be used for one cent capital funding projects.  Mrs. Tremel confirmed that was 
accurate.  Vice Mayor Powell then asked Council if they would like to proceed with this process 
as outlined.  Council agreed to move forward as discussed. 

Mayor Meyer joined the meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

Next on the agenda was the task of Council members selecting boards and committees for the 
upcoming year.  Mayor-elect Sandoval took over at this point with a brief and open discussion 
that allowed Council members to choose the boards and committees that they prefer to serve on 
for 2015. 



Mayor-elect Sandoval then all informed Council that Councilman-elect Pacheco had requested to 
address Council regarding concerns surrounding the previous Work Session’s votes for Mayor 
and Vice Mayor.  Councilman-elect Pacheco stressed his desire for a more open Council and 
reiterated that the voters had expressed the need for change in City Council.  He suggested that 
Council re-do the vote of two weeks ago.  After some discussion as to the voting process with 
clarification offered by City Attorney Luben, Councilman-elect Johnson suggested that Council 
vote on whether or not to even do another straw-pull.  Council voted and results were: 
Councilman Schlager, yes; Councilman Sandoval, no; Councilman Hedquist, no; Councilman-
elect Pacheco, yes; Councilman Hopkins, yes; Councilman Cathey, yes; Councilman-elect 
Mundell, no; Councilman-elect Johnson, no; Councilman Powell, yes.  After this vote was 
recorded, Council then voted on whether to do the straw poll right then or to wait.  Council 
unanimously voted to do the straw pull then. 

At this point Councilman Bertoglio and Councilman Goodenough excused themselves for the 
remainder of the meeting in oder to allow the new councilmembers-elect to join the table. 

Councilmen Powell and Sandoval presented themselves for consideration as Mayor.  Ballots 
were submitted and counted by City Attorney Luben and Mayor Meyer resulting in Councilman 
Powell being elected to serve as Mayor in 2015. 

Council then followed the same process with Councilmen Hopkins and Sandoval submitting 
their names for consideration of Vice Mayor.  Ballots were again submitted and counted by City 
Attorney Luben and Mayor Meyer with Councilman Sandoval being selected to serve as Vice 
Mayor in 2015. 

These selections will be officially voted on at the January 6, 2015, Regular Council Meeting. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 


