
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

After Special Regular Council Meeting 

Casper City Hall 

Council Meeting Room 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Black Hills Energy Acquiring Source Gas (Norm Long, Shirley Welte) 

 

2. Alcohol Court (Judge Keith Nachbar, Ernie Johnson) 

 

3. Casper Events Center Management Services (Doug Follick) 

 

4. Budget Review 

 

5. City Manager Report 

 

6. Future Agenda Review 

 

7. Council Around the Table 

 

8. Executive Session - Litigation 

 

 

 

 



 

March 11, 2016 

 

 

 

TO:   His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of City Council 

 

FROM:  Shirley Welte, Vice President Operations-Black Hills Energy-Wyoming 

   Kelly Spitz, Manager-Casper Division Operations-Black Hills Energy 

   Jesse Henderson, Supervisor-Casper Division Operations-Black Hills Energy 

   Norm Long, Manager-Community Affairs-Black Hills Energy 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT:  SourceGas is now Black Hills Energy 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation:  

 

No recommendation. 

 

 

 

Summary: 

 

Black Hills Energy completed the acquisition of SourceGas on February 12, 2016 and Black Hills 

Energy personnel, appreciates the opportunity to update the Honorable Mayor and City Council.  

 

Black Hills Energy has a 130 year history of utility experience serving customers with safe, reliable 

energy and we are committed to strong local ties with the Casper area. We will go over a handout 

that was provided and discuss the Great Strategic Fit. 
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FAST FACTS

 2 The company now serves more than 1.2 million natural gas 
and electric utility customers in nearly 800 communities. 

 2 The combined company forms a stronger utility, with growth 
rates above industry average and operational excellence.

 2 This combination builds on our more-than 130 years  
of experience in the energy utility business and allows  
us to cost effectively provide safe, reliable, valued service  
to our customers.

 2 We look forward to supplying the future 
energy needs of the customers and 
businesses in these new communities. 
We will also continue our history of 
establishing strong partnerships that 
strengthen our communities through 
economic development initiatives, 
charitable contributions, sponsorships 
and employee involvement.

SourceGas is now  
Black Hills Energy

www.blackhillscorp.com/sourcegas
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A HISTORY OF IMPROVING LIFE WITH ENERGY 

 2 We’re pretty proud of our history in the Black Hills, 
which started in the days of the prospectors, Wild 
Bill Hickok, and Calamity Jane.

 2 Our company started serving electric customers in 
Deadwood, South Dakota, in 1883. The company 
was soon sold to new investors to “introduce 
lights into all the towns and cities of the Hills,”  
and the name Black Hills Electric Light Company 
was born.

 2 More than 130 years later, things have calmed 
down considerably in the Black Hills, but business 
continues to boom. Today we are publicly traded 
on the New York Stock Exchange (BKH). 

 2 We provide consistent value to our customers and 
shareholders and have had 46 consecutive years 
of annual dividend increases. 

 2 Our vision: Be the Energy Partner of Choice
 – We strive to be the energy partner of choice. 
Whether our customers are served by our regulated 
or non-regulated businesses, we want them to 
value our service and business relationship.

 2 Our mission: Improving Life with Energy
 – Every day, we want to be improving life with 
energy. We produce, market and deliver the 
vital electricity, coal, oil and natural gas that our 
customers need. Through our efforts, products 
and services, we also share our personal energy to 
strengthen our communities and support growth 
and development.

 2 Check connections magazine for history photo
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NEW NAME, SAME TRUSTED SERVICE

 2 During the past 11 years, our company has 
grown from serving 62,000 electric customers 
to providing natural gas and electricity to about 
1.2 million customers throughout eight states in 
nearly 800 communities.

 2 Our $3.46 billion company is one of the largest 
publicly traded companies headquartered in 
South Dakota. We employ about 3,000 people 
and provide utility services, generate wholesale 
electricity, and produce natural gas, crude oil  
and coal.

 2 Although we’re based in Rapid City, we also have 
over 260 additional offices and service centers 
in Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Wyoming.

 2 Our energy takes the form of economic 
development programs, community giving  
and volunteerism. 

 2 Beginning in March, customers will start to  
see the Black Hills Energy logo on buildings, 
company vehicles, and employee uniforms. 
Customers will continue to see the SourceGas 
logo on their bills and the website as the company 
integrates systems.

 2 Customers should continue to use SourceGas 
contacts and locations for bill payments, service 
questions and emergencies. Customers can learn 
more at www.SourceGasIsBlackHills.com.

 2 We expect all customer-facing rebranding  
will be completed by mid-2016. Nearly all other 
rebranding will be completed by the end of  
the year.
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Electric Utilities

 12 employees
 153  operated oil & gas wells
 18  bcfe reserves

NEW MEXICO

 39 utility customers
 2 communities served

MONTANA

165,000  utility customers
 57  communities served
 333 operated oil & gas wells
 28  bcfe reserves
 204  million tons of  
  coal reserves
 556  megawatts of owned  
  power generation capacity

WYOMING

262,000  utility customers
 125 communities served
 103  operated oil & gas wells
 54  bcfe reserves
 425 megawatts of owned  
  power generation capacity

COLORADO

 67,000  utility customers
 23  communities served 
 130  megawatts of owned  
  power generation capacity

SOUTH DAKOTA

298,000 utility customers
 294  communities served

NEBRASKA

 154,000  utility customers
 132 communities served

IOWA

 113,000  utility customers
 64  communities served

KANSAS

160,104  utility customers
 104 communities served 
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Electric Utilities




























